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Two of John Rennieôs engineering feats, see page 9. 

 

Top: The main flight of 16 locks at Caen Hill near Devizes on the  

Kennet and Avon Canal. Completed 1810. Photo: Jan Spencer. 

 

Bottom: Kelso Bridge over the River Tweed. Completed  1804. 

Photo: Our Transport Heritage, www.transportheritage.com. 



May 2012 2 Newsletter 187 

Surrey Industrial History Group Officers 

Chairman & Lectures Organiser: Robert Bryson, 

meetings@sihg.org.uk 

Secretary: Alan Thomas, info@sihg.org.uk 

Treasurer: Anne Lea, treasurer@sihg.org.uk 

Membership Secretary: Pam Taylor, membership@sihg.org.uk 

  Contents 

2  Surrey Industrial History Group Officers 

2  Shannon Corner & Shannon Limited: A Surrey Factory Site (part 2) by Norma Cox 

4  Venues, Times & Contacts 

4  Reigate óCavesô Open to the Public: Recent Improvements by Paul W Sowan 

5  Industrial Archaeology News No. 160 Spring 2012 report by Gordon Knowles 

6  The Life and Works of John Rennie (1761 ï 1821) by Peter Cross-Rudkin, report by Mike Davison 

6  Research Topics Inspired by SIHG Lectures (1) John Rennie in Surrey by Alan Crocker 

7  SIHG and the Chilworth Gunpowder Mills 

7  The Surrey Archaeological Societyôs Margary Award 

8  SIHG 2012 Conservation Award Presentation and AGM 

Shannon Corner & Shannon Limited: A Surrey 

Factory Site (part 2) by Norma Cox 

The factory in New Malden employed over five hundred 

people and was of Art Deco design12. The Art Deco facto-

ry with attractive grounds should not have been pulled 

down13, see figure below. 

Advertising brochures published by Shannon Limited14, 
listed the products available under the trademark Shannon 

Systems. The ñ846ò, Functional Furniture, Wood, Steel 

and Colour are key advertising words. The ñArc of Activi-

tyò suggested that each office occupant needed 40sq ft per 

person, in their autonomous self-contained unit. Colour is 

recognised as a great psychological help-mate.  

All of the pieces of office equipment in the Shannon Sys-

tem had their own distinct Shannon name: Shannofan was 

an automated visible record system; Shannostrip, was 

a visible suspended filing system; the Shannoleaf bu-

reau could contain ten to fifteen thousand records; the 

Shannoleaf Desk Pack held up to three and a half thou-

sand records; Shannoblic tabs were angled for quick 

sighting, pictured on page 20 in the March Newsletter. 

Today the Shannon site is occupied by B&Q. 
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